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TURKEY / SCRUBBER SYSTEM WASHING WATER DISCHARGE 

Ingosstrakh’s P&I Correspondent in Turkey Messrs. Kalimbassieris Maritime A.S. informs on recent 

announcement issued by the Ministry of Environment and Urbanization with no. E-84973951-140.99-

698452 dated 06.04.2021 regarding the discharge of scrubber system washing water in Turkish Territorial 

Waters. 

In the aforementioned announcement, it is declared that, based on Article No. 23(b) of the Regulation on 

Controlling Water Pollution dated 31.12.2004 published in the Official Gazette No. 25687, “Discharge of 

waste, petrol and petrol derivatives along with bilge water, dirty ballast water, sludge, slop, oil and similar 

solid and liquid waste, any type of cargo waste originating from ships and any planes which fly over the 

parts of the seas which are under Turkish sovereignty, is hereby forbidden”, it is now also forbidden to 

discharge any scrubber system washing water in Turkish territorial waters. 

Currently therefore, vessels have no alternative but to consume bunkers with max 0.5% Sulphur content 

during their navigation in Turkish territorial waters. 

Insureds are strongly recommended to be guided and instruct the crew accordingly. 

 

TOGO: COVID-19 UPDATE 

Ingosstrakh’s P&I Correspondent in Togo Messrs. Budd Togo, provides a comprehensive update on 

current situation and on prevention and control measures implemented by local administrations in 

response to the latest outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19) in state.  

The Togolese Ministry of the Maritime Economy, Fishing and Coastal Protection has issued a decree 

confirming the following anti-Covid-19 measures: 

• Obligation to wear a personal face mask: 

• Temperature checks; 

• No gatherings in any of the port’s working areas (e.g. for the sale of used vehicles or the de-

stuffing of containers); 

• Systematic hand washing on entering the various areas within the port; 

• For all disembarking crew members, checks on ID and of all the countries visited in the 15 days 

before their arrival in Togo; 
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• 14-day quarantine for any person disembarking in the port of Lomé. 

For vessels, the Covid-19 measures introduced in March 2020 still apply, i.e. 

 

Calling in Lome 

Vessels calling in Lomé (Togo) must send the following documents to their agents 72 hours before their 

expected time of arrival: 

• Crew list specifying joining date and port of each crew member. 

• Form from Ministry of Health indicating the itinerary of each crew member or passenger over the 

last 30 days duly completed and signed by the vessel’s Master. 

• List of the last ten (10) ports of call. 

• Maritime Health Declaration. 

 

Vessels whose ETA from a neighbouring port is less than 72 hours away must email all the above 

documents to their Lomé ship agent as soon as they sail from the previous port. 

  

The vessel’s Master must also alert his Lomé ship agent to any suspected COVID-19 case on board. 

The documents received from the vessel will first be checked by Lomé Port Control and then forwarded 

to Lomé Port Health Services so that they can decide under what conditions the vessel will be allowed to 

enter Lomé waters or port: 

• If there is no ascertained risk of infection, the vessel will follow normal berthing procedures as 

soon as the Health Services have been on board. 

• If there is a minor risk of infection, the vessel will not be allowed to enter Lomé waters or port 

until the Health Services have disinfected the vessel, and no other parties will be allowed to embark or 

disembark. 

• If there is a proven risk of infection, stronger measures will be taken, and the vessel may be 

banned from entering Lomé waters or port. 

  

Crew Changes 

Lomé airport has now re-opened and crew changes are possible. 

Intended crew changes must be notified to the Port authorities 72 hours before the arrival of the vessels 

or before the date of the crew change. 

For off-signing crew, Covid-19 tests are carried out under the supervision of the Port Health Service every 

day from 10:00 to 13:00 LT. The result is obtained the following day. 

For on-signing crew, Covid-19 tests are carried out at the airport upon arrival and the result is obtained 

the following day. If the result is positive, the crew is transferred to quarantine hotel. 
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Travellers/seamen must register at voyage.gouv.tg. The vessel’s agent can complete the registration 

process for the crew. 

 

Medical Care 

In practice, any crew member who is found to have COVID-19 type symptoms will be tested and placed in 

quarantine on board unless his medical condition requires him to be disembarked and treated in a suitable 

medical facility. 

For non-COVID-19 illnesses, crewmembers are normally given authorization to disembark for medical care 

and can be repatriated when fit to fly. 

  


